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Consolidated Statement of consortium of InnoMatSyn-CSA project to the
Call for Evidence of the “Advanced Materials Act”

The Advanced Materials Act is very important to alert the European stakeholders and dedicate significant
resources to this field. Investing into science and research, tailored to the development of safe and
sustainable advanced materials, empowers Europe to ensure prosperity at the same time as protecting
the health of humans and the environment. Besides the impact on the technical arena, the scientific
collaboration in the one AdMa ecosystem across Europe, and well connected and global cooperations,
strengthens the ambitions towards peaceful coexistence!

InnoMatSyn supports the Advanced Materials Act to become an encouraging statement in Europe, to
showcase both: Europe’s scientific excellence and ability to "connect the dots". The EU is a cooperation
of multiple countries, cultures, languages, ideologies, religions - besides it's issues - it is a best practice
example that shall enable global collaboration, specifically in such a connected field as the Advanced
Materials one.

Research planning, research freedom, and strategic research agenda:

1. We strongly advocate for integrative and overarching exploration of innovation potentials in the
materials science domain and beyond. In particular, advanced materials may form the foundation
for numerous future value chains, both those already anticipated today, and those still
considered unforeseeable. Hence, technical research projects require sufficient foresight gained
through road-mapping of potential future value chains towards advanced and sustainable end
products that truly leverage novel capabilities enabled in the foundational materials domain.

2. We support connecting materials research, new materials technologies, advanced materials in
manufacturing, testing and research infrastructures in EU, member states, and regions, leading
the way to an Al-based knowledge repository on Advanced Materials.

3. We strongly advocate maintaining and furthering the free exchange of opinions and results that
constitute a core foundation of the scientific process within and far beyond the materials research
domain. Sharing knowledge, co-operation, and know-how transfers related to Advanced
Materials shall be facilitated to pave the way towards creativity and innovation. Of course, certain
limitations may apply when European strategic autonomy or potential abuse through military-
civil fusion strategies might be at stake. Due to the foundational character of Advanced Materials,
full exclusion of potential concerns may not always be possible. Still, protective measures
delicately balance the inherent loss of freedom, and thus source concrete pathways to
substantiate specific concerns.

4. We strongly advocate for a considerate research agenda to further European strategicautonomy
and positive influence globally. Here, a strong and globally connected materials research and
innovation community may be of critical importance. Incentives to identify and declare the
criticality of research beyond rigid definitions may not only include specific funding of critical

InnoMatSyn-project — consolidated statement of the consortium page 1 of 2


http://www.innomatsyn.eu/

WWW.innomatsyn.eu

€y InnoMatsyn

research, but also additional funding components to adequately assess involved risks — and to
implement adequate protective measures.

5. We strongly advocate putting to highest priority in the Advanced Materials Act the safety and
all related needs (e.g., testing methods development, standardization and validation;
implementation of safety concepts, etc.). Safety is insufficiently addressed in the Call for Evidence,
while current regulation and test methods may not adequately assess Advanced Materials safety
and sustainability to protect human health and the environment. To keep pace with rapid material
innovation a robust risk governance system, fully integrated into the EU innovation ecosystem, is
essential for safe, sustainable, and circular Advanced Materials. This requires coordinated EU
efforts to develop and validate test methods, the early integration of safety and sustainability
including Safe & Sustainable by Design principles (EU SSbD*, OECD SSIA frameworks?, regulatory
science?), and proactive identification of regulatory gaps. Collaboration among stakeholders and
timely availability of suitable test methods will speed up market access, provide legal certainty,
and ensure a level playing field, while initiatives such as regulatory sandboxes and EU Innovation
Hubs can further support these efforts.

6. We strongly recommend enhancing the synergies between EU, national and regional research
initiatives to facilitate scale up of materials functionalities and solutions, cross-over different
applications.
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' Safe and Sustainable by Design Chemicals and Materials. Revised framework
https://doi.org/10.2760/5103785

2 OECD Safe(r) and Sustainable Innovation Approach (SSIA): Nano-Enabled and other Emerging Materials
3 How can risk governance keep pace with the enabling role of advanced (nano)materials in the green and
digital transition? (2022)
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